
Capital District Kiwanis Education Series

Risk Management 

for COVID-19



Kiwanis International

General Liability Program

▪ General Liability insurance

▪ Directors’ & Officers’ insurance



General Liability Insurance 

Changes

Effective 11/1/2020 the Kiwanis General Liability Insurance will no 

longer respond to claims related to:

“Pandemic or Endemic Communicable Diseases (such as Covid-19).”



Definitions

▪ Epidemic – As declared by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

➢ Involves a sudden increase in cases of a disease across a large 

region or the entire county

▪ Pandemic – As declared by the World Health Organization (WHO)

➢ Event in which a disease spreads across several countries and affects 

a large number of people

▪ Must involve a Communicable Disease for the policy exclusion to 

apply



D&O Insurance

▪ The purpose of the Kiwanis D&O Insurance is to primarily to protect 

Club and Foundation Directors and Officers from liability for 

decisions that they make in those capacities.

▪ There is no change to this coverage due to COVID-19.



D&O Insurance

▪ Does that mean our coverage for COVID-19 Claims just moves 

over from the General Liability to the D&O Insurance?

NO!



D&O Insurance

▪ Why not?

➢ Because the D&O insurance protects clubs from liability for the 

decisions it makes and how it makes them. 

➢ D&O insurance does not protect clubs from liability for its actions 

or activities.

➢ Examples



What do we do now?

▪ In light of this change to coverage, Kiwanis International has 

published guidelines and recommendations to clubs to minimize 

risks associated with COVID-19.

▪ Those guidelines are published in the “News” Section of the 

Kiwanis International website at:

https://www.kiwanis.org/news/newsitem/news/newsitem/guidelines-

help-clubs-meet-safely-as-insurance-coverage-changes

https://www.kiwanis.org/news/newsitem/news/newsitem/guidelines-help-clubs-meet-safely-as-insurance-coverage-changes


COVID-19 Guidelines

1. Follow all federal and local laws. The Kiwanis International Bylaws require clubs and districts to comply 

with laws of local jurisdictions in all areas of operation. This is especially important as it relates to health 

and safety laws, such as gathering sizes, social distancing and mask requirements.

2. Coordinate with the meeting venue regarding social distancing requirements, mask requirements, food 

service, cleaning of surfaces, etc.

3. Consider requiring all attendees to obtain a negative COVID-19 test before the meeting. This should be 

strongly considered for any gatherings of 50 or more people.

4. Require all attendees at meetings to sign a waiver that states that anyone who believes they may have 

contracted COVID-19 at a Kiwanis event waives all related claims against any Kiwanis club, district or 

Kiwanis International. Any meeting of youth members (younger than 18 years) in the Kiwanis family will 

require a signature from a parent or legal guardian. (Sample COVID-19 Waiver form available at 

www.kiwanis.org/liability)

http://www.kiwanis.org/liability


COVID-19 Guidelines

5. Conduct temperature tests on all attendees before they enter the meeting area. Anyone who has a 

temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or above (or 38 degrees Celsius or above) should be excluded 

from the meeting. (You can keep a record of whether attendees passed or failed the temperature 

screening, but do not keep a record of anyone’s actual temperature)

6. Ask all attendees to certify that they have not experienced any common COVID-19 symptoms in the last 72 

hours.

➢ The Kiwanis International News article providing guidelines includes a link to a list of common 

symptoms.  The District has also prepared a more streamlined version.)

7. Ask attendees to wear a mask when attending any indoor meeting.



COVID-19 Waiver Form



COVID-19 Event Checklist



How to Contact Your 
District Risk Manager 

April Gassler

Cell: 202.258.3730

Office: 202.733.6728

Email: agassler@stglawdc.com


